Your property
N Park Lane

By instructing your local Fine & Country agent, your property will not only be marketed
locally and regionally, but nationally and even internationally via Fine & Country's Head
Office and Showroom located at one of the most prestigious addresses in the world —

=

21 Park Lane, Mavfair London W |

With over 40ft of window display on Park Lane, we not only reach a lucrative buyers'
market other agents cannot, we also market all Fine & Country properties 24/7 through
touchscreen technology, enabling customers to browse the details of Fine & Country

properties from around the globe, even when the office 15 closed

For more information on prometing your property

in our Park Lane office or for a free valuation, please contact;
Fine & Country, 36 Gay Street, Bath, Somerset BA| ZNT
01225 320032 | bathiifineandcountry.com



DAVIES &W

CHARTIRIOD SURVEYORS » ESTATE AGINTS

CHARTERED SURVEYORS, VALUERS,

AUCTIONEERS
ESTATE AGENTS & LETTING AGENTS

Serving Oldland Common, Bitton,
Upton Cheyney, Swineford & surrounding
villages in the Bristol & Bath areas

FREE PRE-SALES ADVICE FROM
PROFESSIONALLY QUALIFIED STAFF,
UNRIVALLED LOCAL KNOWLEDGE &

COMPETITIVE FEES

0117 986 3681
01225 400400

1 High Street, Keynsham & 489 Bath Road, Saltford

email: stephenmorris@daviesandway.com
website: www.daviesandway.com

P
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Estate Agants




Unisex Harrdressing with
Beautry Room & Solarium

[88 H .’;_’-_.T/{ 1 St reel
Oldland Common

Bristol N3 g :
B530 90QQ Tel: 0117 932 3539 QI—.!LP

HRD Hardware

plumbing and electrical supplies
pet foods paints tools gifts
fabric dyes paraffin

20 Westcourt Drive, Oldland Common.
tel: (0117) 932 3068

We can offer various sizes of adverts in
Focal Point to suit your needs -
and can help you with your artwork

at no extra cost.
Contact the editor on 932 5037 or
email bittonfocalpoint@live.co.uk




FONTHILL BT -4

garden centre

A family run business that’s been growing since 1967.

www.fonthill-lakeside.com

BATH ROAD, BITTON. 01179323110
OPEN MON-FRI 8.00-5.00 SAT 9.00-5.00 SUN 10.30-4.30




AEWIng
OLIrVIiCZs

Clothing alteration
and repairs

— — m— — — — — — p— — — — — — — p—

Soft furnishings  Telephone Lizzie:0117 9326662

Specialist prnjr.uts Mobile : 07837126945

and commissions

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
undertaken Emall : parkerssewingservices@yahoo.co.uk :

Soot n Sweep

For all your chimw&g
sweepiing needs

All types of chimneys, flues &
AGAs swept and cleaned

Contact Nick Wilcox
07983 215312
01179 492258

NACS qualified & certificates issued Hlts




S M Wilkins Electrical Services

+ FREE QUOTES
+ COMPETITIVE RATES
¢ FULLY INSURED
+ SIX-YEAR WARRANTY
+ OVER 20 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE

e Testing & inspection e Extra sockets/lights

e Landlord certs (EICR) e Cooker/shower installation

e Fault finding/repairs e Smoke alarms

-Il:_ . HII:_
S [ Mobile: 0771 218 9118 ppracres

Email: smwilkins.electricalservices@gmail.com

A small and friendly praclice providing
the very best care for animals and their owners

QU G,

\ Ny
O Veterinary o
Surgery

Stephen Fullan, BWSc, MRCWS
103 High Street Oldiand Common, Bristol
Monday-Friday Bam-7.30pm: Saturday 10-12am

Tel: 0117 8932 3100

‘i




Beautiful Y SC
memorgab

WWW. engrovedg Iasshecrfs couk
tel: 0117 431 02/0 info@engravedglassheartsco.uk

Are you ex-service

and need some kind of help?

The Royal British Legip upp_,orts serving members
of the Armed Forces, veterans and their families. If
you need heIP; call o *Contact Centre helpline on
0808 802 8080 .f.rom 8am to 8pm, 7 days a week (calls
are free from UK landlines and main mobile networks)

for all enquiries.




Absolutely Feet

Caring for your feet, in your own home.

Professional treatment of corns, callus, fungal
infections, painful or thickened nails, diabetic
foot care, nail trimming etc.

Joanne Nash mcrupmarup

Insured & Registered Foot Health Professional

07881 530600
absolutelyfeet@hotmail.com

AVON VALLEY LANDSCAPES

Our Services:

City
+ Fencing + Decking Guilds
+ Patio + Turfing
« Walling + Garden Clearance
« Ponds « Maintenance

Contact us: 07968 527638

avonvalley@hotmail.co.uk

Al types of landscaping undertaken

Want to advertise in our magazine?

Contact the Editor on 0117 932 5037




THE OLD

CROWN
INN

OPENING TIMES FOOOSERVICE TIMES

Maonday & Tussday 3 - Tpm Wednesday to Saturday 2 - ¥pm
Wednesday to Saturday 11.30 - 1pm Sunday 12 - Tpm
Bunday 11.33 - 10pm

The Old Crown Inn | Kelston | Bath | BA1 FAG

01225 423 032 | info@olderownkelston.com | www.olderownkelston.com

B cldcrownKelston [l oldcrownkelston
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ROY PREDDY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

2 Cossham Street, Mangotsfield BS16 9EN (0117) 9562834

We are at your service 24 hours a day
We will help and guide you every step of the way
We will guide you through our choice of funeral plans
We can help and advise you choose a memorial
We are members of the National Association of Funeral Directors

Our other Bristol businesses can similarly help you -
Roy Preddy - Kingswood (0117) 9446051

TB & H Pendock - Hambrook (0117) 9566774

Stenner & Hill - Shirehampton (0117) 9823188

R. Davies & Son - Westbury-on-Trym (0117) 9628954
R. Davies & Son - Horfield (0117) 9424039

R. Davies & Son - Bishopsworth (0117) 9641133
Whitchurch FS - Whitchurch (01275) 833441

i

—
Dignity L .
. E’ Part of Dignity Ltd, a British Company
#EverythingPropert
s Andrews >

Trust around
the corner

The local full service property
agency you can trust \

feefo: # & & & 1

Pop in for a chat or visit D
Andr\ewaonlina.cu.ukfeveru‘lhingpmpertu Phone  Online  In person

Longwell Green
Sales 0117911 6902
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Boiler Servicing / Repairs
Boiler Changes / Upgrading
Landlord Safety Checks
Cookers. Ovens, Gas Hobs
Gas Safe Reg

C C C<C KL

Contact Combi-Heat
0778 592 2309

For all your Welding & Fabrication

requirements

Eastover Works, Golden Valley Lane, Bitton

Tel: 0117 932 2647

Email: martin@hanneywelding.co.uk
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USEFUL CONTACTS

Bitton AFC
(Western League Premier Division)
www.pitchero.com/clubs/bittonafc

Bitton AFC Juniors

Contact: Dave Fletcher

Tel: 0117 932 2521

Email:
fletchandcarol@btinternet.com

Bitton Archers
Shoot at Bitton AFC
www.bittonarchers.com

Bitton Bellringers
Practice night Mondays
Tower captain: Sue Jay
Tel: 0117 932 2424

Bitton Combined Charities
Contact: Ken Gibson
Tel: 0117 932 2122

Bitton Community Choir
Contact: Nicola Bennetts
Tel: 0117 932 4696

Bitton Cricket Club

Bitton Recreation Ground

3 Saturday senior teams, 1 Sunday
senior team and 5 youth teams
bitton.play-cricket.com

Chairman: Tim Dyer

Tel: 0117 985 9139

Bitton Flower Arranging Club
2nd Tuesday afternoon of the
month at St Mary’s Church Hall
Contact: Janet Ballinger

Tel: 0117 932 4728

13

Bitton Gardening Club

St Mary’s Church Hall, 3rd Monday
in the month (plus garden visits)
Email: b.hetzel@btinternet.com

Bitton Ladies Football Club
Bitton Recreation Ground
bittonlfc.weebly.com/

Bitton Lunch Club

Last Thursday of each month
Contact: Jill Gibson

Tel: 0117 932 2122

Bitton Parish Council
www.bittonparishcouncil.co.uk
Clerk: Sharon Robbins

Tel: 01454 868 102

Email: bittonpc@blueyonder.co.uk

Bitton Parish History Group
www.bittonhistory.org.uk
Secretary: Mike Gates

Tel: 0117 932 8777

Email: mg122 @btinternet.com

Bitton Pre-School
www.bittonpreschool.com/

Tel: 0117 932 6042

Email:
bittonpreschool@googlemail.com

Bitton Road Runners
Every Tuesday & Thursday - everyone
welcome!

www.bittonroadrunners.co,uk

Bitton Sports & Social Club
Tel: 0117 932 3222

(More overleaf)
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USEFUL CONTACTS

Bitton Village Residents’
Association

www.bvra.uk

Contact: Andrew Ward

Email: andrew@wardandrew.com

Bitton WI

Second Monday of the month at
7.45pm at St Mary’s Church Hall
Tel: 0117 932 2059

Flicks in the Sticks

Free film nights in St Mary’s Church
Hall on the 3rd Friday of the month,
September to April (not December)
Email: b.hetzel@btinternet.com

Girl Guide HQ, Cherry Gardens
Guides, Brownies & Rainbows
Contact: Gill Boyes

Tel: 0117 970 8056

Email: gill.boyes@blueyonder.co.uk

Kingswood MP: Chris Skidmore
www.chrisskidmore.com

Tel: 0117 908 1524 (Constituency)
Tel: 0207 219 7094 (Westminster)
Email: chris@chrisskidmore.com

Royal British Legion

(Bitton & Oldland branch)
Contact: Jeff Dando

Tel: 0117 932 2608

Email: jeffleffdando@gmail.com

Scouts: 34" Kingswood/1** St Mary’s
Beavers meet Monday evenings at
St Mary’s Church Hall. Cubs &
Scouts Thursday evenings at

The Meadows Primary School
Contact: David Harris

14

Tel: 0117 932 7755
Email: djaharris@hotmail.com

South Gloucestershire councillor
for Bitton: Erica Williams

Tel: 0786 018 1215

Email:
erica.williams@southglos.gov.uk

St Mary’s Baby & Toddler Group
(Wednesday mornings at St Mary’s
Church Hall)

Contact: Ali Smith

Email: alismith241@gmail.com

St Mary’s Church
www.stmarysbitton.org.uk/
Vicar: Rev Jeremy Andrew
Tel: 0117 967 2724

Curate: Rev Anika Gardiner
Tel: 0117 932 5305

Churchwardens:
Barbara Merritt
Tel: 0117 932 3926
Jacqui Harris

Tel: 0117 937 4706

St Mary’s Church Hall

Bookings secretary: Jill Gibson

Tel: 0117 932 2122

Email:
kenandjill@gibsonuk.freeserve.co.uk

The Meadows Primary School
Tel: 0117 932 2203

Upton Cheyney URC
Minister: Rev Meryl White

Tel: 0775 914 6645
Email: Meryl.white@btinternet.com
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Churches & services

UPTON CHEYNEY URC
Elder: Muriel Williams Minister: Meryl White
0117 961 6843 0775 914 6645

Sunday services are at 3pm

February 4 Bible study led by the Rev Meryl White
February 11 Service led by Veronica Jackson
February 18 Bible study led by the Rev Meryl White
February 25 Bible study led by David Jones

There will be a coffee afternoon on Tuesday February 27 at Zpm
ST MARY’'S CHURCH

Vicar:

Rev Jeremy Andrew
The Vicarage, Warmley
0117 967 2724

Ordained minister:

Rev Richard Humphrey
Splinters

Kenilworth Drive
Willsbridge

0117 949 0502
Continued overleaf
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Lay ministers: Churchwardens:

Ken Gibson, 8 Church Road, Barbara Merritt,

Bitton 32 Bath Road, Bitton
0117 932 2122 0117 932 3926

David Bailey, Westover, Jacqui Harris,

Bath Road, Bitton 29 St Anne's Drive, Wick
0117 932 8949 0117 937 4706

Message from the lay minister

ell, Christmas has come and gone, the old year

has gone, and the new one begun. Soon the

season of Lent will begin. Then we look forward

to Easter. As | look back on these events,
particularly Christmas, it is the start of a chain of events that
began way before the birth of Jesus.

God wanted to test Abraham to see just how far he would go
in serving him. So God asked Abraham to sacrifice his only son
Isaac to the Lord. Abraham would have done it too, albeit with
a broken heart. God stopped him and promised Abraham that
God himself would provide the sacrifice.

Christmas is the beginning of that promise. | am reminded of
words we use regularly in church: “God so loved the world
that he gave his only son to save us from our sins and to be
our advocate in heaven.” So Jesus' birth at Christmas is the
manifestation of God's love for the world and which would
lead ultimately to his sacrifice for us on the Cross.

Love is quite a popular thing that we celebrate in February. |
refer of course to Valentine's Day. A registrar friend of mine
told me that it is the busiest time of the year for them
performing marriage ceremonies. So how does Valentine's
Day become synonymous with love? It should be correctly
called Saint Valentine's Day, but in these days of pure
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Commercialism, the Saint bit has been conveniently dropped.

On February 14th, not one but two St Valentines are
celebrated. One, a former priest martyred on the Flaminian
Way circa 269AD, and the other a Bishop of Terni, who was
martyred in Rome.

So there is no connection between these two saints and love
and courtship. More likely is the association with the pagan
festival of Lupercalia which takes place in mid-February. This
celebrates the Roman god Lupercal, god of fertility and flocks.

Quite amazingly, Valentine's Day this year coincides with Ash
Wednesday, the start of Lent. Each Ash Wednesday we
have a service in the evening where to mark the start of Lent
and to signify our penance, the priest marks our foreheads
with the sign of the cross in ash. Jeremy joked that perhaps he
should mark our foreheads with a heart instead of a cross!

Ash Wednesday and Valentine's Day do not seem to sit nicely
together, but they do. Lent starts us on the road towards
Easter, and the ultimate example of love. Jesus gave his life for
us on the cross, the promise God made to Abraham is
completed. Then, to prove that love does in deed conquer all,
Jesus rises again from the dead to give us new life. So it really
is all about love, the love God has for us through Jesus Christ.

Perhaps on Ash Wednesday we should have a heart marked
on our foreheads after all!

John Sibley

St Mary’s flower rota

3 February  Judith Butson
10 February Marlene Gallop & Pam Heyes
17 February Lent (No flowers until Easter)

17
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Services at St Mary’s in February

Sunday, February 4 10.30: Parish Communion

Sunday, February 11 8am: Holy Communion
10.80am: Family Parade Service,
followed by lunch at the Old

Crown, Kelston

Wednesday, February 14 7.30pm: Ash Wednesday Benefice

Communion Service at St Mary’s
Sunday, February 18 10.80am: Morning Worship

Friday, February 23 9.30am: Celtic Communion,
followed by coffee and cakes

Sunday, February 25 8am: Holy Communion
9.30am: Family Café Church

Family Café Church
Sunday 25th February at 9.30am

Arelaxed and informal service on each fourth Sunday.
It is aimed at families with primary school and
pre-school aged children although everyoneis very
welcome. Thereis a café feel to it with refreshments
available throughout.

This month we will hear about ‘Moses - The Secret Baby’

18
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Christian Aid appeal total

Enough for everyone — that was the aim of the Christian Aid
Christmas appeal. We were asked, as we prepared our turkey,
plum pudding and mince pies, to remember and give to those
who do not have enough to eat.

The Christmas collections from St Mary's raised £382.02 and
the carol singers round the village and at the White Hart raised
£74.17, a total of £456.19, which will be matched pound for
pound by the Government. Very many thanks to donors and
singers.

Nicola Bennetts

St Mary’s Matters

ow we are into February and enjoying the beautiful

snowdrops around the churchyard, and the days

are beginning to lengthen, but we must say a very

big thank you to everyone who worked so hard to
make Christmas a very happy time for us all.

Candles, carols, flowers, the tree, mince pies, mulled wine,
moving services and sermons brought the meaning of
Christmas to us in all its different aspects. We also thank
Waitrose for their generous gift of oranges for the Christingle
service, and Helen Pugsley and Ann Willis for arranging this.
We used the new space at the church to put out tables so the
congregation could make up their own Christingle oranges.

Burns Night was celebrated with a sell-out Burns Supper in
the new space at the back of the church, and on 24th February
we welcome the Jazzbeans with ‘Jazz a I'église’ (see page 27).

Ash Wednesday, the start of Lent, is on 14th February this
year and it is St Mary's turn to welcome Warmley and Syston

(Continued overleaf)
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to the service at 7.30pm. Although traditionally we give up
something for Lent, some like to take up a new activity, to tone
up mentally, spiritually or physically before the great feast of
Easter. Our Bible study groups in the morning or evening will
stretch you mentally and spiritually, but always in the company
of friends and fellow seekers.

St Mary’s own green gym is starting again on Saturday 3rd
March at 10am when we meet to restart the churchyard
working party, sweeping, edging, clearing and generally
tidying up.

We will be putting out the sweet jar at the back of the church
to collect change for WaterAid throughout Lent. WaterAid is a
charity we support every year but it is good to collect that bit
extra to remind us of the blessing of fresh water.

Barbara Merritt
Churchwarden

Lent course 2018
‘ON THE THIRD DAY’

During the five weeks of Lent, the three churches of the
Benefice are combining to follow this discussion course with
groups in various locations. Each group will meet on a different
day or time so there should be one to suit you. Details will be
displayed in each church from the beginning of February.

The course is crammed with questions for discussion and
features audio contributions from Tom Wright, a former Bishop
of Durham, Ruth Gee, a Methodist Minister who was at one
time president of the Methodist Conference, Paul Valley, a
writer and lecturer, and Libby Lane, Bishop of Stockport.

Lent is a good opportunity to participate in our mid-week
groups even if time makes it difficult for you to do so the
whole year round. You will be very welcome.
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JAZZ A L'EGLISE

TO CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT THE
WELCOMING NEW SPACE IN THE CHURCH

THE JAZZBEANS

INVITE YOU TO MAKE MERRY
ON
SATURDAY 24 FEBRUARY 2018

WHEN THEY WILL BE PLAYING
FAVOURITE JAZZ & BLUES MUSIC TO
ENTERTAIN YOU WHILE YOU ENJOY A GLASS
OR TWO FROM THE BAR AND FEAST ON
YUMMY BREAD & CHEESE WITH FRIENDS

DOORS OPEN 7.30PM.
MUSIC FROM 8 ‘TIL LATE (10.30ISH)

IN THE CHURCH, CHURCH ROAD, BITTON.
BREAD, CHEESE & DRINKS WILL BE
AVAILABLE FROM THE LICENSED BAR.
AS ALWAYS, THERE WILL BE TIME TO
CHAT WITH FRIENDS.

THIS WILL BE A RELAXED, CAFE-STYLE
EVENT USING THE NEW OPEN SPACE.

EVERYONE IS WELCOME
ADMISSION £2
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News from Upton Cheyney URC

The Story of a Small Start . ..
& a Fruitful Finish

Sunday 7 January
1.30pm

Chairs were being drawn up around the Chapel Schoolroom
table for a members' meeting to discuss church business when
suddenly a small brown object flew across the room.

"Goodness me, what was that?” a lady cried. “It's a tiny bird,”
said another.

“It's a wren,” said someone else, hurrying to open the doors
in the hope it might fly out.

But all the excitement put Jenny Wren in a panic and she
eventually disappeared into a dark corner. The icy blast
coming in caused the people to retreat to the kitchen,
complete with portable heater and hot water bottles, to leave
Jenny in peace to find her way out.

2.45pm

Church business completed, other people started to arrive for
the monthly Bible Study. “Oh dear," they said. “The doors
have been left open and this schoolroom is like an icehouse.”
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“Come into the kitchen,” the others said. “It's nice and cosy in
here and a pot of tea has just been made.”

So everyone squeezed in for a cup of tea and contemplation
on the season of Epiphany, including a quiz and review of
some Christmas card designs. The new music system was
easily moved in for the singing of hymns.

The result was an inspiring hour of fellowship led by our
minister, Meryl White, and which all began with the uninvited
appearance of a little wren.

Muriel Williams

Footnote: We are all familiar with the fairly recent ‘Cafe
Churches’. Remember, you have heard it here first - a ‘Kitchen
Church’

Join us for a spring clean!

Once again Bitton Village Residents’ Association are hosting a
spring clean of the village to set us up for the year!

We will be delighted to see anybody on Saturday 3rd
February who can help and enjoy a stroll round the village with
a purpose. All will be very welcome.

We will start at 10.30am outside the White Hart. Equipment
will be provided, but you may like to bring your own gloves,
which may be better than the ones provided by South
Gloucestershire Council.

It would be useful to gauge numbers so if you are able to
help to let Jon Booth know - call him on 932 3273 or
email jonbooth@oakfield-property.com, but this is by no
means necessary, please just turn up if you can.

It normally takes about one and a half hours to make an
impact and we usually enjoy some refreshment in the pub
afterwards!

Bridget Hetzel
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SATURDAY 10TH MARCH 2018
D A N C E

BITTON
RECREATION GROUND

7.30PMTO 11PM
CALLER — ROBERT WHEATLEY

PLOUGHMAN’S SUPPER
&
LICENSED BAR

TICKETS
ADULTS £10 CHIED-ES

CONTACT COONEY 932 3151
OR GIBSON 932 2122
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Vodafone appeal successful

Vodafone have won their appeal to site a radio mast opposite
the Swan pub in Swineford to improve coverage in the local
area.

South Gloucestershire Council had objected to the phone
giant seeking prior approval for a 17.5m monopole, two micro-
wave dishes and two equipment cabinets, saying it would harm
the Green Belt. Locals and parish councillors shared the Green
Belt concerns, as well as being worried about potential health
risks, the effect on wildlife and flooding, and the implications
for road safety and aircraft as there is an airstrip at Saltford.

However, the planning inspector felt the harm that would
arise to the character and appearance of the area would be
"modest”, and said the appellant had provided a certificate to
confirm that the proposal has been designed to comply with
guidelines from the International Commission on Non-lonizing
Radiation Protection.

The inspector did not have evidence that the airstrip near
Saltford falls within the definition of an aerodrome for the
purposes of prior approval, or that the site is in a safeguarding
zone; and said there was no evidence that the plans would
worsen the flood risk to any significant extent. The appeal also
found that as the site is set well back from the road, the mast
wouldn't interfere with visibility. Concerns that bats may be
affected were dismissed as there was no credible evidence.

FOR ALL FOCAL POINT INQUIRIES CONTACT:

Becky Feather
Editor

Phone: 0117 932 5037
Email: bittonfocalpoint@hve.co.uk
Website: www.stmarysbitton.org.uk
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Power plant plan
generates opposition

s some of you may know

by now, plans have been

submitted to South

Gloucestershire Council
to build a gas-fuelled power plant
in a field off Beach Lane.

People from Beach, as well as
in Bitton and Upton Cheyney, have
been writing to the council with their concerns, and the
deadline for comments is 5th February.

Conrad Energy has submitted the application for a peaking
gas generation plant off Beach Lane. The company would
develop the land but does not own the right to connect to the
National Grid. This is owned by Devon Power Developments,
which have engaged Renplan to submit the application on
Conrad’s behalf.

A building in the field, pictured above would house two 2MW
generators, and there would be a liquefied natural gas (LNG)
store, along with associated equipment. The site would be
surrounded by a three-metre high security fence and a new
access would be required to install the power plant and for the
delivery of LNG refills three or four times a week.

The gas generators would operate for about 1,200 hours a
year and power would feed into the electricity substation at
Warmley. The plant would be for a temporary period of 25
years and the applicants say any “minor impacts” to the land-
scape would be “entirely reversible”. They have also produced
reports which show air quality impacts would be “minor”, that
noise generated would be below local background noise, and
say there would be no adverse impact on local listed buildings.
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They contend that the development meets the needs of
local, regional and national priorities, therefore very special
circumstances exist to justify development in the Green Belt.
The site is also in the Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty but they claim that dozens of similar schemes will be
needed in due course across this designated area.

Rob Deverell, of Uplands Farm, is acting as a spokesperson
for people in Beach, and says the submission makes no
mention of the fact that the hamlet is a conservation area, nor
of the need to install high voltage connectors back to the
substation.

Rob says the plans fail to adequately justify why Green Belt
agricultural land within a conservation area and AONB should
be used to house a gas-powered electricity generating plant in
an area with no natural gas, and takes issue with the findings
about noise, pollution and the impact on listed buildings.

He says the narrow lanes of the Golden Valley, which are well-
used by horse riders and walkers, are unsuitable for the three
to four journeys that would be required every week to
deliver LNG by tanker, and that access to the field would be
close to a blind bend.

Others share his concerns in comments posted on the
council’s planning portal, and, it is pointed out
that work is starting this month (19th February)
on the long-awaited introduction of a 30mph
limit on the largely derestricted network of
narrow lanes around the Golden Valley. :

They say a recent incident in which a lorry went £
into a ditch in Upton Cheyney, right, highlights :
the roads are unsuitable for heavy vehicles.

There are fears voiced about horses being spooked by heavy
vehicles, as well as from the noise of the plant’'s engines
starting up. The effect on wildlife and the proximity of the
(Continued overleaf)
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Briarlands Guide camp are highlighted, and that the proposed
the proposed entrance would involve removing trees and
bushes, and diverting the stream underground.

Another resident comments that the only reason the plant
has been proposed for this area is that it is close to a
substation with capacity to receive electricity: “This is three
miles away. A three-mile radius from this substation equates
to 28.26 square miles. It is extremely likely that a more suitable
industrial site could be found within this area. Despite the
unsuitability of the land in question, | believe the substantial
returns made on investment in such a development... has led
the absentee landowner to take a chance on the successful
outcome of this application with no regard to the land, its
surroundings or neighbourhood.”

The planning reference number is PK17/5762/F.

Bitton WI report

resident Ann Coales opened the evening by wishing
every one a Happy New Year, writes Jean Hook.
We were told of forthcoming events, then Doreen
Lindup told us of the walk in the rain around Bristol
Harbour. They went to the Underfall Yard, which is a working
boat yard and visitor centre, and enjoyed a ride on the Human
Accumulator where visitors are lifted several metres upward
using the power of pumps and, at the turn of a valve, their
downward force pushes hydraulic fluid through an overhead
pipe to lift a sluice paddle
The speaker was Sue Weaver, a volunteer worker for Paul'’s
Place, which is a day centre in Coalpit Heath for adults with
physical difficulties.
The next meeting of the WI is Monday 12 February and the
flower club will meet on the third Tuesday in the month,
Tuesday 20 February. All are welcome.
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BITTON GARDENING CLUB

Invites you to
Our next meeting is

MONDAY 19th February

in the
Church Hall, Church Lane, Bitton

Doors open 7.15pm. Meeting starts 7.30pm

Our speaker at this meeting is

Paul Jupp
of Meadow in My Garden

Paul Jupp, with his love of wild gardens, is the guiding
force behind this family business based in Devizes.
He insists that they do what it says on the packet:
‘Our seed mixes will transform any space, creating a
magnificent patchwork of colour throughout the summer.
We care about our world and we want to do everything
we can to help more people grow wildlife-friendly
flower meadows’.’

Many of us in our Gardening Club have longed to

introduce more wild flowers into our environment, so we
look forward to finding out more

For more information contact Bridget Hetzel
b.hetzel@btinternet.com
or just come along to the meeting

New members and guests always welcome
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Lookung Back..fo Februory 1963

In this month in 1968, the Youth Club had taken part in a lively
discussion about the future of the village of Bitton. They had
also enjoyed a talk from Mr Norman from Upton Cheyney
entitled 'Hope', and one on Christianity today by Miss
McKendie, and were looking forward to trips to the ice rink
and a panto.

There was a plea to ladies for old nylon stockings (15-20
denier): "A basket is to be placed in the church porch so will
you drop them in. We hope to show you the result, some new
kneelers, at a later date.”

Also in this month in 7968: GB & Northern Ireland competed
at the Winter Olympics in Grenoble but did not win medals

Next month: Bitton in March 71973

The January quiz answers

Last month’s quiz gave you the first letters of well-known
international (not European) landmarks. Here are the answers:
1. Table Mountain, 2. Central Park, 3. Space Needle Seattle,

4. Red Square, 5. Golden Gate Bridge, 6. Great Pyramid of Giza,
7. Uluruy, 8. The White House, 9. Mount Rushmore, 10. Iguassu
Falls, 11. The Terracotta Army, 12. Angkor Wat, 13. Empire
State Building, 14. Monument Valley, 15. Christ The Redeemer
Statue, 16. Burj Al Arab Hotel, 17. Saint Basil's Cathedral,
Moscow, 18. Grand Canyon, 19. Sydney Harbour Bridge,

20. Easter Island Statues.

Well done to Sue & Alan Murtagh, Frank & co, Bryan &
Margaret Garlick, Jon & Pam Booth, the Perrett/Godwin team,
Jon & Pam Heyes, Sue & Rod Nethercote, Jan & Diane, Mary
Younie, Keith Carrington, and David & Peter Harris.

Jon & Pam Heyes are the winners this time!
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A I
1
The February quiz

This month's quiz concerns cryptic clues to musical
instruments. Entries please by 13th February to the Editor,
18 Church Road, Bitton, BS30 6HH or email me at
bittonfocalpoint@live.co.uk

In agreement with molecule?

Water heater found in ear?

Grab smoking utensil

Central mesh

Branston, perhaps, with a sigh!

Veto one of the March girls?

lll-gotten gains

He's out of work so at home

. Not shorts but ...

10. Quiet italian floor

11.  Mother on edge with the sound of sheep
12. What fishermen do

13. Fabricator of facts

14.  Emblems

15. Addressing the ribbon?

16. Salty form of communication

17.  What you do in a game of whist

18. Hold forth at length

19.  Warning sound from a Renault, for example
20. Injure Ross's sister?

©No Uk WN =

O

Name; Contact:
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Bitton Village Residents’ Association
Invites you to

Flicks in the Sticks

on
Friday 16th February

when we will be screening
Lion
Starring
Dev Patel, Nicole Kidman

& Rooney Mara

In 1986, Saroo was a five-year-old child in rural India.
On a trip with his brother, Saroo soon finds himself
alone and trapped in a moving decommissioned
passenger train that takes him to Calcutta, 1,500 miles
away. Now totally lost, we follow his struggle to survive
and then get adopted in Australia. However, as Saroo
grows older, he is driven to find his real home and
family. Only when he has an epiphany does he realise
not only the answer he needs, but also the steadfast
love that he has always had with all his loved ones in
both worlds.

Doors open 7.30pm. Film starts 8pm.

The Church Hall, Church Lane, Bitton
Drinks will be available from the licensed bar,
choc ices will be served in the interval and
there will be time to chat with friends.

Admission FREE
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Bitton Parish History Group

hirley Hodgson's talk last month about the vagrant
children of Bristol was enthralling, but at the same time
disconcerting, writes Mike Gates.

How could we have accepted that so many children
could be abandoned and left to feed and clothe themselves?
Shirley explained how those who ran the ‘ragged schools’ and
industrial schools had, as evidenced from her research, tried
valiantly to do their best for these children.

| can certainly recommend her latest book 'Bristol’s Pauper
Children’, in which she provides a lot more detail about the
efforts to educate and accommodate the vagrant children.

She also covers how she identified about 1,500 children who
were sent to Canada and inevitably ended up with lives of
drudgery, being used as farm workers or domestic servants
and with no means to contact their families.

Thank you, Shirley, for such a well-presented, and absorbing
talk, and Oldland Common United Reformed Church for
hosting us so well.

Our next meeting will be in early March and we will be
digging out old photos and memories for a ‘show and tell’. The
theme will be buildings. Please contact me if you have any old
photos showing local homes, pubs, churches, shops, or other
buildings.

Photos from as recent as the 1980s often reflect streets and
landscapes that have now changed. Similarly, up-to-date
photos of buildings that have an interesting history or will help
to bring back memories will be appreciated.

Mike Gates is secretary of Bitton Parish History Group. Contact

him on 932 8777.
The group’s website is htto.,//www.bittonhistory.org.uk
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WILTON Building Contractors

¢ Design and Build
¢ Building Maintenance
® Renovation
® Refurbishment
®* Roofing
K P Wilton & Son Ltd

11/12 Brighton Place, Kingswood, Bristol BS15 1QY
Tel: 0117 967 1207

E-mail. into@kpwilton.co.uk
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Chimney Sweep

Based locally in Keynsham

Bristle Chimney

Professional chimney sweeping service

Fully trained and registered member of the
Guild of Master Chimney Sweeps

Contact Hugh on

{3 % on 01179868936
~ X

~/ or
AN 07824 508758

www.bristlesweep.co.uk

The Really Expensive W t
Chocolate Company .

Luxury Hand Made Chocolates

Wedding Favours Corporate Gifts
Chocolate Making Workshops & Children’s Chocolate Parties
Talks and Demonstrations

Nicola Eaton: 6 Howard Walk, Bridgeyate, Bristol, BS30 SWE
07971 775682 Nicola@recc.co.uk WWW.recc.co.uk
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Collingwood

care home for the elderly

We have completed an extension
with an additional seven luxury
bedrooms, all with underfloor heating,
large fitted wardrobes and
en-suite shower rooms.

Make an appointment with
Wendy, Julie or Bonnie
and see them for yourselves!

78a Bath Road, Longwell Green
Bristol BS30 9DG
Tel: 0117 932 4527

Decorating

A family business for three generations offering professional
exterior and interior painting and decorating services locally

&

%+ Traditionally trained % Quality workmanship

*

% Paperhanging specialists “+ Friendly and reliable

&

% Competitively priced < No VAT added

Contact Steve on 07853 250035
or 0117 956 5190
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E. C. Alderwick & Son Ltd

Funeral Directors
dervinesBiristolEsiineenlDi4ds

Kingswood - 11 Regent Street, Kingswood, Bristol, BS15 8] X
Tel: 0117 967 3609

Hanham - 71 High Street, Hanham, Bristol, BS15 3DG
Tel: 0117 935 3746

Oldland Common Post Office & Mace
171-173 High S$treet

Tel: 0117 932 3159
oldlandpostoffice@btinternet.com

Open from 7am, seven days a week

FULL LOTTERY & SCRATCHCARDS
NEWSPAPERS, GROCERIES, PHOTOCOPYING,
CARDS & STATIONERY, OFF LICENCE,
DRY CLEANING SERVICE, FRUIT & VEG
NEW-STYLE MAIN POST OFFICE
FREE TO USE ATM

n @oldlandpostoffice @oldlandpo §f¥

www.oldlandpostoffice.co.uk
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Bendrey Bros &

Sawmill & Timber Retailer
« A family run Sawmill & Timber Merchant since 1880

* Fencing and landscaping materials specialists Opening
H :
» Quality decking, framework & balustrades ours
Week days:
+ Quality graded building timber in stock 8.00am -
5.00pm
 Huge range of landscaping sleepers Saturday:
 Timber path edging & raised beds ?‘29832':;0,,

« Garden and agricultural gates

» Quality wooden garden furniture & arches
www.bendreybros.co.uk @ 01179674382 |m =i
The sawmills, Bath Road, Bridgeyate, Warmley, Bristol, BS30 5JW

Outstanding care
for Very Important Pets

@ Open 6 days a week, plus evening surgeries
® 24-hour emergency service

@ Specialist services and facilities
® Over 60s Club and 10% off day
@ Home visits

@ Free nurse clinics

Longwell Green Veterinary Centre
formerly known as Lucas Vels
1 Court Farm Road, Longwell Green, Bristol BS30 9AA

Call 0117 932 3660 j%rii?
www highcroftvet.couk  pighZyort
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The Upton is a traditional country inn
serving great food. Our menu is
constantly changing to keep things
fresh and new.

We have something for everyone,
from modest plates for smaller
appetites to a special meal out at
the weekend, plus our famous
Carvery on Sundays.

We want to give you a warm
welcome and hope very much
that we’ll see you soon.

We have something happening
every day of the week. Horses and dogs
welcomel

The Upton Inn

Brewery Hill
Upton Cheyney
BS30 6LY

0117 9324489 www.uptoninn.com

40



Matt Elresslngton
Plasterlng Services
Frlef‘ldly Re"able

All types of Plastering Rendering Pebble Dashing
Dry Lining Coving
Fully Insured Over 25 years experience

Competitive Rates Free Quotations

Tel: 0117 9830108 Mobile: 07905 474 966
Email: matt_bressy@yahoo.co.uk

+ ROOVENCLEANNG ~ 32Coombes wa

. -.\ Local & Independent BS30 8YP

Your LOCAL Oven cleanin ﬁJspecmhst
SHAUN THORNH
is now trading as 'Pro Oven Cleaning'

OVENS O HOB'S O EXTRACTOR'S O MICROWAVE'S O AGA'S OBBQ'S

@ 07401 820660 shaun.proovencleaning@gmail.com &g‘

E www.pro-ovencleaning.co.uk Pro Oven Cleaning n

41




M.C.

UNIT 4B S e

Private & Insurance work undertaken
Welding to MOT standards

Loan Car available

(0117) 960 3286

UNIT 4D

M.C.

auto repairs

MOT Testing (ciass 7, Class 5, Class 4)
Servicing and Repairs
(0117) 947 7405

Kingsfield Lane, Longwell Green Bristol BS30 6DL
REAR OF HOMEBASE

Problems or need advice with your PC?

Affordable, professional and personal service for small businesses
and individuals
Technical support ~ Installation and set-up ~ Virus removal ~
PC optimisation ~ Advice on buying the right equipment and software ~
Tuition ~ Repairs

Call David Harris on 07974 286314
or email: DJACHARRIS@HOTMAIL.COM

*Special rates for seniors*
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HNORTON

TAX SHOPS LTD

Are you.... Self Employed?
A Company Director?
A Landlord?
An Investor?

Then we can help!

We offer: Accurate high quality work
Competitive fees
Up to date advice
Friendly qualified staff
Local offices in Keynsham & Kingswood
Help to reduce paperwaork
Help with ‘Making Tax Digital’

Please call us on 0117 9860960 1o arrange a free appointment,

Website: www.nortontaxshops.co.uk
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Bitton
Motor Company

Bath Road Bitton
Bristol BS30 6HY

e
Testing Centre

Cars Bought and Sold

Servicing Repairs Engine Tuning
Welding Tyres Exhausts Cam belts

Telephone: (0117) 932 8686






