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KNOWLEDGE. INTEGRITY. RESULTS.

When it comes to moving home, you need prefessionals who are
trained and trustworthy, with in-depth local knowledge and the
technology and connections to market your property.

As exclusive Memibers of The Guild of Property Professionals

we can meet your needs and clearly stand apart from the

competition in both sales and lettings.

Contact us for a free confidential marketing appraisal

DAVIES &W

CHARTERED SURVEYORS » ESTATE AGENTS

Keynsham Office

1 High Street, Keynsham
S o I D Bristol, BS31 10P

0117 9863681

“Keynsham@daviesandway.com
0117 9863681 ...

SUBJECT TO CONTRACT

489 Bath Road, Saltford
Bristol, BS31 3BA
01225 400400

aviesandway.com

daviesar

(Q rics Qap rightmove @ 1 eMorket Zoopla
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HOMES OF BATH
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Your property
in Park Lane

By instructing your lo

ocally and reg v, but nationally and
Office and Sh

|2] Park Lane
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For more information on promoting your property in our
Park Lane office or for a free valuation, please contact;

Homes of Bath Fine & Country, 36 Gay Streec. Bath, Somerser, BAI 2NT
01225 320032 | bath@fineandcountry.com

homesofbath.co.uk | fineandcountry.com 5 ! SR
M S HOMES OF BATH
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FONTHILL ﬁ‘?ﬁ W -

garden centre !

A family run business that's been growing since 1967.

www.fonthill-lakeside.com

BATH ROAD, BITTON. 01179323110
OPEN MON-FRI 8.00-5.00 SAT 9.00-5.00 SUN 10.30-4.30

Sl LN
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S M Wilkins Electrical Services

+ FREE QUOTES
+ COMPETITIVE RATES
¢ FULLY INSURED
+ SIX-YEAR WARRANTY
+ OVER 20 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE

e Testing & inspection e Extra sockets/lights

e Landlord certs (EICR) o Cooker/shower installation
e Fault finding/repairs e Smoke alarms

e Fuse board replacement e Security/outdoor lighting
"|'.=.:'.,'@ Mobile: 0771 218 9118 "l'f......."'

Email: smwilkins.electricalservices@gmail.com

’ A small and friendly practice providing !
‘ ' the very best care for animals and their owners # ‘
* ‘ ’ ¢

0 o\MNPHo,

‘e \g . \
o0 © Veterinary € "
o Surgery '
..o

’

o ) Stephen Pullan, BVSc, MRCVS
103 High Street,Oldland Common, Bristol ¢
. Monday-Friday 8am-7.30pm: Saturday 10-12am
. Tel: 0117 932 3100 o)
( B 9
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E. C. Alderwick & Son Ltd

Funeral Directors

Serving Bristol since 1945

Kingswood - 11 Regent Street, Kingswood, Bristol, BS15 8] X
Tel: 0117 967 3609

Hanham - 71 High Street, Hanham, Bristol, BS15 3DG
Tel: 0117 935 3746

HRD Hardware

New owners Jim & Janette
look forward to welcoming you

Plumbing & electrical supplies
pet foods - paints - tools - gifts
fabric dyes - paraffin

20 Westcourt Drive, Oldland Common
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- Churches & Services -

ST MARY'S
CHURCH,
BITTON

www.stmarysbitton.org.uk

Vicar:

Rev Jeremy Andrew
The Vicarage, Warmley
0117 967 2724

Lay ministers:

Ken Gibson, 8 Church Road,
Bitton
0117 932 2122

David Bailey, Westover,
Bath Road, Bitton
0117 932 8949

Ordained minister:

Rev Richard Humphrey
Splinters, Kenilworth Drive
Willsbridge 0117 949 0502

Churchwardens:

Pete Midgley
30 Kenilworth Drive, Willsbridge
0117 932 6898

Jacqui Harris
29 St Anne’s Drive, Wick
0117 937 4706
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Services in December

A the time of going to press we do not know whether services in St
Mary’s will be able to resume in December. If we are allowed to resume
then details will be posted on the noticeboards and on the St Mary’s
website.
All Sunday and Mid-week services, as well as special Christmas Services
will continue to be available on line.
If they are permitted, all church services at St Mary’s will be subject to
continuing restrictions to ensure safety and social distancing. Those
attending should wear masks. Numbers will also be limited so if you
intend to be there please send an email with the number attending from
your family group to Jacqui Harris at timjaqui@aol.com or phone 0117
937 4706.

All details are at www.stmarysbitton.org.uk

This month’s church calendar

Sunday 6 December SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Sunday 13 December THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Special Christmas Service Online
Candlelit Service of Lessons and Carols

Sunday 20 December FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Special Christmas Service Online Nativity
Crib service at which we hope to
welcome many families.

Thursday 24 December CHRISTMAS EVE
Friday 25 December CHRISTMAS DAY
Sunday 27 December FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS



http://www.stmarysbitton.org.uk
http://www.stmarysbitton.org.uk
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UPTON CHEYNEY
United Reformed Church

It is currently not known what services can be held during
December. As soon as possible, information will be provided.

No more feedback as St Mary’s new

microphones come into operation

At long last, the PA system in St Mary’s has been replaced with modern
microphones and systems to deliver clear and uninterrupted sound. Those
whose teeth have been on edge with feedback, or strained to hear the sermon,
can now rest assured that such pains will no longer be endured during church
services, Just to add to the modernity, each of the microphones has a light to
show it is on—so no need to tap and ask if you can be heard... you can!

As restrictions were eased this autumn, the new system was put to use in
services. Let us hope it will be used more often in 2021.

10
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News from Upton
Cheyney URC

Richard Humphrey was confirmed on the same
day at Bristol Cathedral as my son and my Mum
over 20 years ago. He returned to Upton Chapel
to lead his first service for a long time. We
couldn't sing hymns of course however Richard played three "Be
Still", "Speak O Lord" and "Abide with me" on DVD. There is no
doubt that any sort of singing is very uplifting these days and it was
a welcome change. Hopefully it won't be as long until his next visit.

Stuart Turner

Well, it was positive whilst it lasted. It was lovely to see many old
friends again as the church opened up during September.
Unfortunately like all other churches we are back in lockdown
again and therefore closed until we hear otherwise. We ended on a
flourish, with our first communion since February or March. So
long ago we can't remember the specific date. Steve Britten led the
service, and the communion process was straight forward enough,
if a little different. It reminds me of the song by the Three Degrees
"When will we meet again, when will we share special
moments...?". Hopefully the answer is December and so not too
long away. Let's make the most of our time and the fact that we
are in such a lovely area. It may be cold and wet, but God's
blessings are all around us for everyone to see.

And of course no preachers to announce until we know whether
we are allowed to open in December or not.

Stuart

11
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Thanks to those who gave

for Remembrance

Our thanks to all who
bought poppies during the 2. 3
four days we were able to
be at ASDA. In that short'
time gifts to the Poppy %¥
Appeal totalled £4,500 and
we are grateful too for all
who have given on line.

An Act of Remembrance
took place around the cross
— beautifully decorated by
Sarah  Craddock — on
Remembrance Sunday
though attendance was
limited to participants. And
on Remembrance Day the
Meadows held their own
Act of Remembrance at the
School when crosses for §
each of the 48 servicemen &
commemorated on our ESERESEEE : »

Memorial were laid beneath a tree at the School and subsequently
brought to the Churchyard memorial. Our special thanks to those who
sounded Last Post — Mark Wilkins on the Sunday and Mick Perkins of
Oldland Brass at the Meadows on Remembrance Day.

Ken Gibson President and
Jeff Dando Chairman and Secretary

12
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Our Vicar writes

Christmas
Bells

Dear Friends,

I wonder if you have come across Henry Wadsworth Longfellow before.
Henry is someone who returns to my thoughts each year at Christmas as |
reread his poem ‘Christmas Bells’. The Poem is Victorian and feels very
English although Longfellow was raised in Portland, Maine and went on to
be professor of modern languages at Harvard university. | will admit that
‘Christmas Bells’ might not be his most famous poem and that he is better
known for works such as ‘The Wreck of the Hesperus’ and more famous
still, ‘Hiawatha’. Whilst these are well known he considered his lesser-
known religious trilogy, ‘Christus’ to be his greatest achievement.

What is most striking in ‘Christmas Bells’ is the determination for peace
and goodwill which is surely a universal determination and especially at
Christmas time. The poem’s words are unchanging year on year, but |
find, as with so much other writing, | bring to this poem a year’s more
experience and so the yearly reading of it offers up different insights and
new treasure; incidentally this is the same as reading scripture again and
again or repeating the prayers of the prayer book because we bring life in
its fullness to the words, to the text. And so, it is with Christmas Bells with
its refrain, ‘peace on earth good will to men’ as each year | ask what this
means now after another year has passed.

13



Focal Point, December 2020

Henry
Wadsworth
Longfellow

1807-1882

It has been a difficult year for us all and while writing this letter | could
wish for nothing more than peace for all those who will eventually read
this. Peace in a world free from war and conflict, peace in the uncertainty
of political wrangling, inner peace from the anxieties, stress and mental
health issues raised for us human beings through living in complex and
difficult times, peace for those who are now at rest with God and for their
families, peace of mind, heart and body in the face of Covid-19 and all that
it has brought us and of course that peace of God which passes all
understanding ,the shalom of God. Peace especially as we gather as best-
we- can this Christmas time with family and friends, physically, virtually,
prayerfully, thoughtfully.

Longfellow’s determination reminds us that St. Luke first offers these
words on the lips of angels as they announce to the shepherds the good
news ; and in an instant, we are offered both a glimpse of heaven and the
promise of hope and peace as the angels both praise God and, at the same

14
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time, speak of the Prince of Peace, the one who is to come, Emanuel, God
with us. That they spoke these words to the lowliest of people is
significant, introducing as it does the priorities of the Kingdom of God and
the character of Jesus’ ministry.

This coming church year the gospel is Mark who carries no nativity story
but rather encourages us to begin again. As we have seen heroic acts of
kindness, community, goodwill and peace-making during this pandemic so
we have also had time to stop and rest and think. The opening of Mark’s
gospel invites the story of Jesus to begin again with us. Would that this
good news, beginning again in us as we read it, bring peace and goodwill
to us all.

Then pealed the bells more loud and deep:
‘God is not dead, nor doth he sleep!

The wrong shall fail, the right prevail,
With peace on earth, good will to all’.

May L wish you all a peace ~filled Christmas and a very
happy and Covid-free new year.

Jeremy

15
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Diocese of
Bristol

The Bishop with Canon Dr Mandy Ford who was installed as Dean of Bristol in October.
This is the first time in the country where both the Bishop and Dean are women.

Bishop seeks discussion for

Transforming Church

The Bishop of Bristol, Rt Rev Vivien Faull, has published an open letter to the
Bristol Diocese, starting a period of reflection and discussion about the
church's calling and how to be a better church for all.

In her letter, Ad Omnes, the Bishop recognises that this work begins “ in a
complex world that is experiencing seismic changes”, but at a time when the
numbers of regular worshippers are declining and the Church of England’s
role is more contested than in recent history, “the need to shape our vision
and priorities for coming years to “celebrate the best of what is, imagine what
could be and co-create what should be”.

During 2021, she will be leading the process of discussions and intends for all
to be involved. The process will be structured with a project board and
delivery team and additional financial support has been provided to enable
the archdeacons, in particular, to spend more time in conversation, praying
and planning with people as much as possible.

Her letter ends with a reminder of the core mission of the Anglican Church to
be a church for everyone.
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PCC seeks

retrospective approval

The St Mary’s Parochial Parish Council met by Zoom in November to
approve a retrospective faculty to cover the felling of a tree in the
churchyard and to formalise the position of the Pearsall gravestone.
Although, in the case of the tree, planning permission had been granted
advice at the time , in 2013, was that no church authority would be
required. Approval for both are now being sought.

Also discussed was a proposal to plant a row of lime trees along the edge
of the Glebe Field alongside the main road. The PCC had already
supported the proposal in principle earlier in the year, but since then a
small working party had been established with representatives from the
BVRA and advice had been sought from an arborculturalist on the most
appropriate location. Permission now needs to be obtained from the
Bristol Diocese.

After some delay, due to Coronavirus, Pete Midgley and Jacqui Harris had
been confirmed in post as churchwardens for 2020-21, having attended an
Archdeacon's visitation on line.

Thanks had also been received from the Sisters of Mercy for our harvest
gifts.

The PCC is next due to meet in February.

Focal Point Subscriptions

The annual subscription for Focal Point will remain at £10 next year for 12
copies. As only 9 print copies were produced in 2020 due to Covid 19
restrictions, subscriptions will be collected with the distribution of the
February edition and cover 12 monthly issues to January 2022, inclusive.
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Community mourns the loss of
David Harris

David pictured with the St Mary’s Beavers before his recent iliness

It was with great sadness that we learned of the news that David Harris
died at the Bristol Royal Infirmary on Wednesday 11 November. David
had contributed so much to the church and the local community,
particularly in his leadership of the scouts, cubs and beavers. Over the
past two years, David has inspired us all during his courageous battle with
leukaemia. Our thoughts and prayers are with Jenny, Andrew, Chris and
Peter.

David’s funeral will take place on Tuesday December 1st. There will be a
committal at Westerleigh Crematorium at 10.15am, followed by a
celebration of David’s life at St. Mary’s at 11.30am.

Richard Humphrey writes: “l very much appreciate that if things were
normal very many of you would want to be at that service, but
unfortunately, of course, in the present circumstances numbers have to
be strictly limited. But please do just stop for a few moments of silence

18
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during those times, perhaps around 10.30am if you can, to remember
David, and to hold Jenny, Andrew, Chris and Pete in your thoughts and
prayers.”

David’s family has set up a Just Giving page in memory of David with all
of the proceeds going to the BRI Haematology department. They will be
grateful to anyone who donates and you can also view a whole gallery of
pictures from David’s life on the page.
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/andrew-harris94

A more extensive tribute to David will be published in next month’s
magazine.

Help take forward David’s initiative for a

Christmas Card for 2021

Calling all Photographers!

The card for 2020 proved very popular and has sold
out. The beautiful photograph of the Christmas
window in St Mary’s (shown here and on the cover of
Focal Point, this month) was taken by David Harris. He
and his family will be in or thoughts as we give and
receive the card.

Before David’s death | discussed with him what we could do for 2021 and the
idea that we came up with is to have a competition through this winter for a
photograph of ‘St Mary’s in Winter’. Entries will be free and the closing date is
31 March 2021. The plan is to produce a Christmas card for 2021 featuring the
winning entry which will be sold in aid of St Mary’s.

Please send me your entries to 8 Church Road, Bitton, Bristol BS30 6HH or post
them through our letter box by 31 March 2021.

Jill Gibson

19


https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/andrew-harris94

Focal Point, December 2020

Midweek meetings

Three groups have continued to meet online following a series based on
the Parables. Probably the most valuable element of these meetings has
been the chance to chat together and to pray for the needs of the
moment.

For Advent and Epiphany we are going to read a book by Stephen Cottrell,
who is now the Archbishop of York, entitled ‘Walking backwards to
Christmas’. It looks at Christmas through the eyes of 11 biblical characters
ranging from Mary and Joseph to other more surprising choices such as
Herod, Isaiah and Moses. We will spread these over 6 sessions — 3 in
December and 3 in January - and discuss a couple of the characters in each
session.

If you would like to join one of the groups then you will be very welcome -
just give one of us a ring and we can get a copy of the book to you.

Wednesday morning group David Bailey = 0117 932 8949
Wednesday evening group Ken Gibson 0117932 2122
Thursday evening group Pete Midgley 0117 932 6898

BIBLE READING NOTES FOR 2021

Would you like to order a booklet which provides a reading for each
day plus some comments? Quite a few people at St Mary’s find this
helpful and | will be happy to order one for you covering a four
month period starting on 1 January 2021. The cost is £4.70.

Ken Gibson 932 2122
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Christian Aid

at Christmas

What’s on your Christmas hope list for the coming year? A family
gathering? A party? A trip to the Olympics? A holiday? A vaccine? A
solution to the climate change crisis?

Did you spot the really difficult one in that list? Even with Joe Biden’s
support of the Glasgow climate conference any solution is going to take a
while.

But there are small steps that can be taken which will make a huge
difference for those on the frontline of the climate crisis. In Ethiopia
Christian Aid and their local partner are building community ponds which
transform the lives of the villagers who no longer have trudge anything up
to five hours to fetch water.

Christian Aid’s hope is for generous donations which will enable them to
continue to support poor people in Ethiopia and in fifty countries
throughout the world. There will be no envelopes in the pews this year but
you can give online. Here’s the link: https://www.christianaid.org.uk/give/
give-money/gift-aid . If you’d prefer to give cash please give me a ring on
932 4696 and I'll make arrangements for you to do so.

However you make your donation, please give generously and please gift
aid your donation.

Nicola Bennetts

See if you can find Kawite’s story on YouTube:

http://click.e-mail.christian-aid.org/?

qs=787916ffff082f0104ff1f76d5590e3ca9eall1a58d35e4c60e23632cc7faae
5b4a4fbe2ba5d0d3b8f2263da285e81fa
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History Group explores

the story of The Lons

Members of the Bitton A

Parish History Group have
embarked on a voyage of

discovery, looking at E I'E = e

significant local buildings,

their history and the lives of ==
those who occupied them. fgg 3
The first, to receive this =
treatment was The Lons, g -
originally built in 1868 as a |
“comfortable and |
prestigious” home by James
Frew Sommerville who ran _ ;;
the Bitton Paper Mill with

his father and brother.

The Lons when a school

Delving into census records,

electoral rolls and military records together with the stories of local
people, the group has built up a detailed history of the building over its
150 year life, which included time as a school and a Country Club before
being converted into privately owned apartments in the 1980s. These
stories are being published in a series of weekly articles through
November to January and which we hope to carry in some form in Focal
Point.

In the introductory article Annette Rothwell wrote: “We were amazed by
some of our findings. We certainly hadn’t been aware that Turkish Baths
would have been an 1868 feature of the building; nor did we expect to
discover that one of the children brought up there would come to have
his portrait in The National Portrait Gallery. Entrepreneurship and sound
business acumen enabled some inhabitants to afford the rent or
purchase price — including the furniture maker with at least 24 children!
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The Lons in the 1890s Courtesy of Bristol Records Office

Memories of life at The Lons are priceless. They include the story of a child
refusing to wear a pig’s head and photos of the school’s theatrical
productions and a squash game interrupted when Kingswood School was
on fire.

Having collated their findings,
the group are now ready to =
share them more widely
starting with the timeline i
overleaf. They would welcome
any feedback including any
additional Information readers
may hold.

O IETTEL G S GITACCI N The entrance to The Lons today from

Contact: Mike Gates, the Bath Raod
Secretary, 0117 932 8777

email: mgl22@btinternet.com
www.bitton history.org.uk
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The Lons - Timeline

:;; O A field known as The Lons was exchanged

by William Francis Cryer for some land
belonging to James Frew Somerville.
1868-
QO James Frew Sommerville had The Lons built 1895/7
as a comfortable and prestigious home for
his family. Together with his father and
brother, he ran the Bitton Paper Mill.
1897-

1907/9 O Uriah Alsop, an innovative entrepreneur, who

called himself a steam cabinet maker, built a
successful furniture business in Broadmead.

Q The stylish Edwardian Nicholetts family had a g‘z
banker head of household and an Air Marshall
son who was knighted and gained a long
distance flying record.

1929- a

e Charles Thornton Hall, his wife and son, spent

two years developing the estate following a
family tragedy.

1931-
O George Lancelot Wood, a prosperous 1946
undertaker and sculptor of marble and stone
ran his business in Bristol from The Lons at
the age of 71.
1948-

1952 O Norman Hall and family - owners of Eezall a
washing powder business

Q Hugh Butler Folliott: Vermipeat compost 1955-
manufactured in Saltford. His office was at 1969
The Lons, where his wife, Frances ran a
school.

1974-
1984 O The Lons Country Club: owned by Graham and

Anne Miller, offering squash courts, a
swimming pool, receptions and a nightclub.

1985-
O The building converted into a number of Current
privately owned flats managed by The Lons
Country Estate Management Company on
behalf of the owners.

24




Focal Point, December 2020

Family Archive leads to
published history

While many of us may inherit a piece of furniture,
most will be unlikely to contain a treasure trove of
correspondence such as that left behind by William
Morgan, an eighteenth century radical,
mathematician and actuary and one of Nicola Bennetts forebears.

Although she had known of the letters for many years, when she came to
read them, Nicola was charmed by their prose and content, which led to
some 15 years of research into their author’s life and times and to the writing
of a book on his life which has recently been published by the University of
Wales Press.

Born in Bridgend in 1750, Morgan's lifetime was one of significant change.
Having failed in his first venture in medicines, and with no formal training, he
became an actuary at the Equitable Assurance Company. Hard work and
dedication, including early data analysis, led to him being viewed as the
“father of the actuarial profession" establishing many of the key practices and
principles on which actuary is based to this day. Politically radical and non
conformist he was taken by new scientist ideas, experimenting with
electricity and may possibly have constructed the first x-ray tube.

Nicola launched the publication with a Zoom interview, conducted by her
daughter , Harriet Beveridge. It seems, however, that William Morgan is only
one of Nicola’s interesting ancestors, so there may be further fascinating life
stories to tell.

Nicola's book is available from the publisher and all good booksellers.
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Ted
Claxton

1934 -2020

Friends of Ted and Brenda Claxton, residents in Beach for almost 20
years, will be sorry to learn of Ted’s death at the beginning of
November at the age of 86 following a short illness.

We send our love and sympathy to Brenda, to their children Julia,
David and Anne and to their grandchildren Millie and Lola.

The congregations at St Mary’s and at Upton Cheyney URC will
specially remember Ted for his work for the Community of the Sisters
of the Church in Bristol. Our two churches had gathered gifts for the
Sisters’ Food Bank but who would drive them in to St Paul’s in the
heart of Bristol? Ted was the person who volunteered and he
continued to do so over the years.

And when Ted heard that the Bitton Recreation Ground was in peril
through lack of Trustees he volunteered for the role not because
there was anything in it for him but because he was thinking of all
those in the community, young and old, who benefited from it.
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Ted was born on 6 September 1934. The
youngest of 3 brothers, he grew up in
South London through the war years and
recalled spending much time playing on
the bomb sites as a child. At the age of
11 he won a scholarship to Alleyns
School in Dulwich and after National
Service he joined the Midland Bank.
Starting with the lowly job of winding up
the lifts, Ted moved up through the Bank
and enjoyed his role as Bank Manager in
a number of London branches, ending up
at one of the largest, 79 Piccadilly, until he retired at 55.

Ted met Brenda at the local tennis club and they married in 1960. They
lived for much of their lives in South Croydon, moving twenty years ago
to the West Country to be nearer their grandchildren. Brenda and Ted
celebrated their 60th anniversary this year.

Always active, Ted played hockey for the
Bank, helped set up a running club and
completed two London Marathons. He
’Ioved the game of golf and had been
Captain of the North Downs Golf Club
and Seniors Captain at Kingsdown. He
was still playing with his friends this
summer. He maintained his joy of the
outdoors throughout his life and until a
_ few weeks before his death Ted was busy
in the garden with Brenda.

Ted will be greatly missed by all his friends.
Stuart Turner and Ken Gibson
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In profile:

Marlene Gallop

Pride of Bitton

If you are looking for someone who really knows about Bitton and who
lives at its heart, who springs to mind but Marlene Gallop.

Born in Bath in 1944, Marlene lived in many of the best addresses in Bath
including the Circus and Brock Street as her mother was housekeeper for
several important Bath residents, including Hugh Roberts who became
Mayor of Bath. Marlene, who from the age of six had wanted to be a
nurse, attended Bath Technical College at 16, followed by 2 years at Bath
& Wessex Orthopaedic Hospital. An extremely strict course followed by a
general course at Royal United Hospital led to her qualification as a Senior
Registered Nurse. “The sisters were real dragons,” she says, “and your self
esteem was very low. However, you were taught essential skills like
making people feel at their ease, and also how to organise — my airing
cupboard is exquisite now!” she jokes. She excelled at the hospital,
winning the Gynaecology Prize.

Blind Date

She met Christopher because of the hospital — a nurse friend and his
sister, Julia, who was in RUH for treatment set her up on a blind date. In
January 1964, living at Bath Spa Nurses Home (in what is now the Bath
Spa Hotel), she arranged to meet him there. She waited outside for him,
thinking that if she did not like the look of him, she would go back inside,
but “he was out of his car like a rocket, and that was it!”

One month after meeting, Christopher took her to meet his family at The
Beeches, 149 High Street, Bitton. Christopher’s family had lived a long
time in Bitton. His grandfather Henry (known as Harry) Gallop was Chief
Clerk at the Golden Valley Paper Mill and Churchwarden at the time of
Canon Ellacombe's death and led the procession for the Canon’s funeral
service. His maternal grandparents, the Bucklands, ran the Old Post Office,
in the High Street,. His father was the organist at St Mary’s, while his
mother was in charge of flowers in the church.

Engaged at Christmas 1965, the couple planned the wedding for Easter
1967. Very sadly Christopher’s parents both died in early 1966, so
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FOCK-UP

Marlene and Christopher were married at St Mary’s on 17th September
1966, “a lovely day after all the sadness” she says.

Rural Revels

Straight away they became quickly immersed in village life. One week
after her honeymoon Marlene was making tomato soup, courtesy of
Nestle where Christopher worked as a sales rep, in the Vicarage kitchen
copper for the Fete, held in the garden of the Vicarage. She became
involved with Social Activities Committee, raising money for St Mary’s
with many events including September Afayre, which had a ‘Knobbly
Knees’ competition, Treasure hunt, Tractor rides, Croquet, Finals of Bitton
Wimbledon and Beautiful Bitton Bathing Belle competition. There was a
Donkey Derby in Beach, a Grand Bitton Hoe-down, and Rural Revels, with
Christopher playing the drums. “Everyone was involved,” she says, “with
the church at the heart of the community.”

“There was a lot going on,” she continues, “with the King’s Arms shop
where the shop is now, a butcher’s, Pullen’s electrical shop, Mr Coles’
garage as well as Stothert & Pitt, the Paper Mill which became the car seat
manufacturers and Bush & Wilton’s Foundry. There were lots of farms
with potatoes and meat for sale and the Hawking’s cows were milked in
the parlour in Church Road. | loved volunteering in the Nearly Nu shop as
well as flower arranging and making hassocks with Mrs Caisley.”
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Christopher was Tower Captain and quickly
taught Marlene how to ring.

“Everyone knew everyone,” she says. “And there
were big families, so you had to be careful what
you said! Now people have more dispersed
activities, work further afield and not everyone
goes to the local school. However, it is still a very
friendly area. | still have many friends and meet
up at the patchwork group Pam Heyes started. |
like the new arrangement in Church now, and the
Church services are more ‘user friendly’ than
they were. Café church is excellent, and | love it, |
but | miss the vicar not living in the village
anymore. The community here is brilliant, when |
lost Christopher so suddenly on 13th April 2015 &
everyone was so supportive. It was a great shock
to lose him, but | know he did not suffer and
would have been an awful patient otherwise!”

Marlene worked as a school nurse for 17 years in
Bath and 13 years ir? Frome. She belonged to the Marlene rings her bell
Red Cross and she jumped at the chance to set 5 encourage others to
up a coffee morning for Macmillan Nurses with  clap for the Carers
Pam Hacker which took place over 3 years, every earlier this year,
year raising money for those nurses “who don’t

get the recognition they deserve.” The fourth coffee morning raised funds
for Forever Friends with a talk by Sr Lynne Howes for the Orthodontics and
Facial Reconstruction Unit, where Marlene herself had been a patient.

Pride of Bitton

Marlene took an active part in Bitton Development Committee which
became Bitton Residents’ Association and now BVRA, of which she was
Vice Chair and then Chair for one year. She is also Trustee for the Alms
houses committee, wanting to pay back for the happy time her parents
had spent there since 1977. She is involved in Flicks in the Sticks, History
Society and Gardening Club, believing that ‘it’s the nurse in me, you do
things to help because that’s what you do, not for any reward’.

She is proud of her supportive and lovely family, Andrew and lan and her
lovely daughters in law and grandchildren. But, she says, she does not
want to live her life through her children, and instead, lead her own life to
the full, brimming with humour and a positive attitude.
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No surprise then, although it was to her, that at the Zoom meeting of this
year’s AGM of BVRA she received the ‘Pride of Bitton’ Award. Richly
deserved for one who gives so much to the village.

Sarah Heavens

Absolutely Feet

Caring for your feet, in your own home.

Professional treatment of corns, callus, fungal
infections, painful or thickened nails. diabetic
foot care, nail trimming e1Lc.

Joanne Nash mcraemMmarae
Iinsured & Registered Foot Health Professional

07881 530600
absolutelyfeet@hotmail.com
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News from Bitton WI

Well here we go again, as | am writing this, it is the beginning of the
second week of the four week lockdown. Many of us have had to adapt
to new routines after the brief glimpse of a life where we could have
some socialisation and freedom.

It is comforting to know that some things have not changed, and that
applies to the WI Annual Meeting. The Annual Meeting should have taken
place on Monday 9th November and although this could not happen, Ros
has sent an email containing the minutes of last year’s meeting and the
annual report for 2019/2020. It seems a long time ago that we had our
Christmas meal and attended the three meetings in 2020, before all
future events were cancelled due to Covid-19.

Jean our president echoed our sadness at the passing of Marion Godden
and our last president Ann Coales, unfortunately due to the virus
restrictions no WI members were allowed to attend the funerals.

Barbara produced the Treasurer’s Report, which showed that our bank
balance was better than that of last year. Hopefully when we are able to
meet again we will be able to have several fund raising events.

Now for something that everyone will be able to make during lockdown,
Cheese and Onion Tartlets. | have Liz Sloane to thank for this month’s
recipe, taken from her 35 year old recipe book.

| am sure that if families can meet at Christmas, the Cheese and Onion
Tartlets will be a great hit, thank you Liz.

| will leave you now with the names of the committee for 2020/2021:

Janet Ballinger, Sylvia Brown, Lyn Coles, Barbara

Cooney, Barbara Dearlove, Tegwen Harris, Jean

Hook and Ros Knight. Until next month, please

take care and stay safe. [hEWI
INSPIRING WOMEN

Lyn Coles
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CHEESE & ONION TARTLETS
Ingredients
Oven temperature 200C, 375F, or gas mark 5

50g. grated cheese (strong) For the pastry
1/4  large onion (chopped) 100g. plain flour
1/8  teaspoon mustard Pinch of salt
1 egg 25g. lard
salt and pepper 25g. margarine
milk to mix Water to mix
Method

1. Rub lard and margarine into flour with fingertips, until mixture
resembles fine bread crumbs.

2. Mix with water until a firm dough is made.

3. Roll and cut out and place in patty tins.

4. Mix cheese, onion, mustard and beaten egg with salt and pepper, add
milk to a fairly still mixture.

5. Put cheese mixture into cases and bake for 15 minutes

Soot n Sweep

For all your chimney sweeping needs
All types of chimneys flues &
AGAs swept and cleaned
Contact Nick Wilcox
07983 215312 or 0117 949 2258 ‘JL

a

{

#l

l‘ NACS qualified & certificates issued
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““‘ collingwood

care home for the elderly

“Home from home”

Our new bedrooms have underfloor
heating, large fitted wardrobes and
en-suite shower rooms

Make an appointment with Wendy or
Lizzy and they will delighted to show
you round

Collingwood Care Home
78A, Bath Road
Longwell Green

BS30 9DG

0117932 4527

www.collingwoodcarehome.co.uk
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Unisex Hairdressing with
Beauty Room & Solarium

188 High Street

Oldland Common

Bristol

BS30 9QQ Tel: 0117 932 3539

Bendrey Bros

TIMBER RETAILER SINCE 1890

Your local stockist of: Opening Hours:

+  Fencing Materials Monday - Friday:
g 8.00am - 5.00pm

+  Graded Building Timber Saturday Moming:
+  Timber & Composite Decking 9.00am - 12.00pm

+  Sleepers & Landscaping products

+ Gates - Residential & Agricultural

«  Timber Claddings

« Fast Local Delivery Service, or collect from our yard

www.bendreybros.co.uk a 01179674382
The Sawmills, Bath Road, Bridgeyate, Warmley, Bristol, B30 5JW

35




Focal Point, December 2020

Matt Bresslngton
Plastering services
Friendly F= % Rellab'e

All types of Plastering Rendering Pebble Dashing
Dry Lining Coving
Fully Insured Over 25 years experience
Competitive Rates Free Quotations

Tel: 0117 9830108 Mobile: 07905 474 966
Email: matt_bressy@yahoo.co.uk

November’s Quiz Answers

Last month’s quiz was about albums.

The correct answers are:

1. Gold, 2. Nectar, 3. Rumours, 4. Encore, 5. Dare, 6. Faith. 7. Thriller, 8.
Desire, 9. Play, 10. Red, 11. Imagine, 12. Absolution, 13. Hysteria, 14.
Revolver, 15. Innuendo, 16. Caribou, 17. Purpose, 18. Divide, 19.
Diamonds, 20. Legacy

Correct answers were received from:

The Booths, Jane, Kathryn & Diane, Sheila Read & Family, Mary Younie,
Anne Burmester.
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The December Quiz

This month's quiz is acronyms of Christmas films

No. Clue

1. AC

2. AIWFC
3. BJD

4. DTH

5. E

6. HA

7. HTGSC
8. IAWL
S. IBHFC
10. JATW
11. LA

12. LIS

13. MOTFS
14, N

15. NLCV
16. SC:TM
17. TMCC
18. TNBC
19. TS

20. WC
Name:

Contact:

Please send your answers to Carolyn
Russell at Martin House, Church Road,

Bitton (the yellow house) or email
mrscrussell@icloud.com by 15 December.

37



~ N
Y
o~ \BRISTLE CHIMNEY SWEEPING
|

Frofessional Chimney Sweeping Service

Based in Keynsham
Fully trained and registered member of the
Guild of Master Chimney Sweeps

Contact Hugh on 0117 9868936
or 07824 508758
www.bristlesweep.co.uk

Robert Pearce has over 40 years’ experience
plumbing in the local area

Available for
II . general plumbing
and repairs

RJ FPEARCE FLUMBING

PLURHIKE | )

Tel: 07814 607974 Email: robsuep@btinternet.com

For all your Welding & Fabrication

requirements

Eastover Works, Golden Valley Lane, Bitton
Tel: 0117 932 2647
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The last word

While the church and chapel may not be the
sole focus of the community at Christmas time,
there is no doubt that they play an important
role in the festivities. Last year’s Service of
Nine Lessons and Carols held on the Sunday §
before Christmas saw the church packed to
overflowing. Most Christmas services were
well attended with record numbers of children
and parents joining in the carols around the
crib on Christmas Eve, an indication of the F{
number of new families that have moved to §

Bitton in the past few years. '

This year, things will be very different and while there will be some
relaxation of regulations to allow family gatherings, the idea of a
crowded church in full song seems a distant memory. Although they
will be no substitute for the real thing, St Mary’s online version may at
least provide some comfort at this time and the promise that with the
news of new vaccines becoming available life will return to some form
of normality in 2021.

May | wish all our readers the compliments of the season and thank
the many contributors and advertisers who have continued to support
Focal Point during this unusual year.

Jim Heavens

Acupuncture with Alison Pickering
(BSc LicAc MBACC)

Five Element Acupuncture, Ayurveda treatments, Nutrition advice, Reiki

Please contact: Alison@theleafclinic.co.uk
Or text 07775 854341 to make an appointment

Covering Bath, Keynsham, Bitton, Kelston, North Stoke and surrounding areas
Fully insured through the BAcC

e ]
i The) €
~ ?\ggzr&ncture Graduated from the = ,;( “ l/ T
CounclMember  Gollege of Integrated Chinese Medicine, A tnic

one of the leading colleges in the country.
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" WILTON

. Design and build

. Building Maintenance
. Renovation

. Refurbishment

. Roofing

K P Wilton & Son Ltd

11/12 Brighton Place, Kingswood, Bristol BS15 1QY
Tel: 0117 967 1207
Email: info@kpwilton.co.uk
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ROY PREDDY FUNERAL DIRECTORS
2 Cossham Street, Mangotsfield BS16 9EN (0117) 9562834

We are at your service 24 hours a day
We will help and guide you every step of the way
We will guide you through our choice of funeral plans
We can help and advise you choose a memorial
We are members of the National Association of Funeral Directors

Our other Bristol businesses can similarly help you -
Roy Preddy - Kingswood (0117) 9446051

TB & H Pendock - Hambrook (0117) 9566774

Stenner & Hill - Shirehampton (0117) 9823188

R. Davies & Son - Westbury-on-Trym (0117) 9628954
R. Davies & Son - Horfield (0117) 9424039

R. Davies & Son - Bishopsworth (0117) 9641133
Whitchurch FS - Whitchurch (01275) 833441

Part of Dignity Ltd, a British Company

|

I

l

|

Clothing alteration : < =__.1 |
and repairs |
l

|

|

I

|

%
(S
<=
Q
&

Telephone Lizzie : 01179326662

Soft furnishings Mobile : 07837126945

Specialist projects

and commissions Email :
undertaken lizzieparkerclarke@rocketmail.com

— — — — — — — — — — — —— — — — — —
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Decorating

A family business for three generations offering professional
exterior and interior painting and decorating services locally

+ Traditionally trained ** Quality workmanship
< Paperhanging specialists % Friendly and reliable
< Competitively priced < No VAT added

Contact Steve on 07853 250035
or 0117 956 5190

M.C AUTO REPAIRS

*xMOTs *xSERVICING
*xCLASSES 4 + 5 + 7
X¥REPAIRS *xWELDING
*xBODYWORK
Telephone: 0117 947 7405

Unit 4d Kingsfield Lane
Longwell Green, Bristol BS30 6DL
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HENORTON

TAX SHOPS LTD

Are you.... Self Employed?
A Company Director?
A Landlord?
#An Investor?

Then we can help!

We offer: Accurate high quality work
Competitive fees
Up to date advice
Friendly gualified staff
Local offices in Keynsham & Kingswoad
Help to reduce paperwork
Help with ‘Making Tax Digital’

Please call us on D117 9860960 1o arrange a free appointment.

Xelo

Website: www.nortontaxshops.co.uk
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Bitton
Motor Company

Bath Road Bitton
Bristol BS30 6HY

% MOT
Testing Centre

Cars Bought and Sold

Servicing Repairs Engine Tuning
Welding Tyres Exhausts Cam belts

Telephone: (0117) 932 8686




